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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TUNIS 03715 240736Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-OI EUR- 1 2 NEA-II ISO-00 SOE-02 AID-05 CEA-OI 
CIAE-00 DODE-00 DOE-15 H-02 INR-IO INT-05 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-OI PM-05 ICA-20 OES-07 SP-02 
SS-I5 STR-07 TRSE-00 ACDA-12 PA-02 /15IW 

096981 2415I0Z/64 

R23I622ZMAY78 
FM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 1230 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

UNCLAS TUNIS 3715 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BENC, ENRG, TS 

SUBJ: MISKAR OFFSHORE NATURAL GAS PROJECT: MINISTER SFAR 
SAYS WORK CONTINUING AT ACCELERATED PACE. 

REE: TUNIS 3149 

1. IN INTERVIEW CARRIED MAY 14 IN TUNIS PARTY DAILY 
"L' ACTION", MINISTER OF INDUSTRY, MINES AND ENERGY 
RACHID SEAR- WHILE CHARACTERISTICALLY PRUDENT-IMPLI- 
CITLY ENDORSED DECISION TO CARRY OUT MISKAR NATURAL 
GAS PROJECT WHICH CABINET TOOK LAST SUMMER, I.E., PRIOR 
TO SFAR'S BEING CHARGED, IN DECEMBER, WITH THIS CABINET 
PORTFOLIO. 

2. "IN RESPECT TO MISKAR", SEAR SAID, "THE WORK CON- 
TINUES AT AN ACCELERATED RHYTHM. IT IS WELL UNDERSTOOD 
THAT THIS IS A VERY COMPLEX PROJECT OF GREAT MAGNITUDE. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 TUNIS 03715 240736Z 

IT WILL BE PERHAPS THE LARGEST PROJECT OE TUNISIA IN 
RESPECT TO ITS COST, ITS IMPLICATIONS AND EEFECTS. 

I WOULD SAY THAT THE WORK CONTINUES IN ESSENTIALLY 
TWO DIRECTIONS: 1) CONTINUATION OF PREPARATORY 
ACTIONS TO ESTIMATE BETTER THE REAL RESERVES; AND 
2) PREPARATION OF STUDIES AND EVEN THE LAUNCHING OE 
CERTAIN CALLS EOR BIDS FOR VARIOUS LOTS OF EQUIPMENT 
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WHICH WILL BE NECESSARY FOR THE EXPLOITATION OF THE 
FIELD." 

MULCAHY 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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